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Hugh Barnard
Involved with computers since about 1965, with Perl since about 1995. Various consultancy 
roles, Alcatel, ICL, Cii-Honeywell Bull, European Commission and web infrastructure for 
Salomon Brothers. 

Msc in Computing for Commerce and Industry from OU finished in 2000.  Now semi-retired 
involved in open-source advocacy, city ecology and financial/economic reform agendas.  
Originally a scientist.

Lives in the East End of London.

Graham Barnes
Graham Barnes has been part of Feasta's Liquidity Network team since November 2008. As 
a neophyte economist (his doctorate is in Computer Science), he has been getting to grips 
with what he calls "the strange concept of money". He splits his time between Kildare and 

Dorset, where he co-owns a converted Edwardian department store and runs a consulting 
business bridging online technology and the travel & tourism industry. He was appointed 
Senior Policy Advisor at Feasta in December 2009.

http://www.linkedin.com/in/grahamjbarnes

FEASTA
http://www.linkedin.com/in/grahamjbarnes

gb@feasta.org

00 44 1747 821480 (UK) / 00 44 7768 291125 (mobile) / 00 353 59 86 23083 (Ireland) 
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Becky Booth 
Becky is the Programmes Director and Co-Founder of Spice, for the last seven years she has 
been designing and supporting the development of community currencies across South 
Wales. Host organisations of these new community currency systems have included devel-
opment trusts, schools, housing associations, community centres and environmental agen-

cies.  Becky has a MscEcon in International Development and has worked on short-term de-
velopment projects in India, Burkina Faso, Papua New Guinea and Uganda. 

Mark Burton 
Bristol University PhD Student with action research project, working title "Building Regional 
resilience? The contribution of regional currencies to sustainable development in the context 
of climate change: a case study approach." In the role of researcher, Mark is on the project 

team for the Bristol and Bath Local Currency Scheme. He is also a member of the Totnes 
Pound local currency group and has written previous academic work on whether local cur-
rencies can work for disadvantaged communities and on interest-free banking.

Chris Cook 
After an early career in the UK Department of Trade & Industry, Chris was a market regulator 
initially at the Association of Futures Brokers and Dealers, and then at the International 
Petroleum Exchange, latterly as a Director.

At the IPE he developed successful new trading mechanisms such as Exchange of Futures 
for Swaps; Volatility Trades and  Settlement Trades. From 1998  to 2000 he set up a 'Dot 
Com' involved in market transaction registration: his Oil Clear application is now widely in 

use under other names in the energy markets.

Chris is now a strategic market adviser, architect and commentator. He advised the Iranian 
government in respect of what eventually became the 'Iran Oil Bourse' project, and 

subsequently has been advising them in relation to energy financing.

He has been published widely:  in industry publications eg 'Energy Risk', Islamic Finance 
News; in news/comment eg Asia Times, Helsinki Times; and in strategic publications eg US 

Carnegie Council; Gulf Research Council. 
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Chris gave evidence in summer 2008 to the UK Parliament's Treasury Select Committee in 

respect of oil market regulation, and in 2009 to the Economy, Energy & Tourism committee of 
the Scottish parliament re energy financing.  He has also made many industry presentations, 
internationally including to defence and intelligence think tanks.

In recent years he has been working mainly in Scotland with Nordic Enterprise Trust (NET) – 
with seed funding from Innovation Norway - to develop new partnership-based enterprise 
models and related financial products and services.

Frank Churchill
After graduating from Cambridge University in 2000 with B.A Hons in Social & Political Sci-
ences, I completed the CPE at the College of Law before reading for an LLM in International 
Law. Since then I have worked as an independent consultant in Public International Law, EU 

Law, and Environmental Law. 

While researching Carbon Emissions trading schemes, I became interested in alternative 
economic and monetary mechanisms, including barter, cap and trade, and complementary 

currencies. I am particularly interested in such mechanisms as part of a 'toolkit' for identifying, 
harnessing and leveraging untapped, idle or surplus capacity, and non-financial forms of 
capital.  

At present I am engaged in both practical and theoretical applications of this research, devel-
oping (social and for-profit) enterprise models while simultaneously seeking to formulate a 
broader underlying theory that encompasses economics, ecology and ethics, including a 
quantitative analysis of Social Capital, and referencing the work of Jane Jacobs and James 

Lovelock.

Projects: CC-based alternative to microcredit; CC-based solutions to voluntary sector care 
provision in the UK National Health Service. 
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Carlos de Freitas
Carlos de Freitas is consultant on sustainable development issues, also winner of the AVINA 
grant 2008 for investigative journalism. 
Specialist in the organization of multi-stakeholders' debate and the integration of the sustain-
able criterias in development programs, he worked for various associations, institutions and 

communities.
He took part in the preparation and the representation of french NGO coalition during the 
World Summit for sustainable development in Johannesburg in 2002, and has been part of 
the organization secretariat of the European Social Forum (Paris 2003). 

Responsible for the development and the public relations for a company dedicated to venture 
capital, he has been naturally interested in the innovation of the Palmas system in the strug-
gle against precariousness and exclusion. He co-wrote with Joaquim Melo (founder of the 
Palmas Institute) and Elodie Becu (journalist) the book Viva Favela ! that recounts the story of 

the Palmeiras community and the invention of the Palmas system in Fortaleza, Brazil. 
He regularly collaborates in the production of articles and associative collective reports. 

Josep Lluis de la Rosa

peplluis@eia.udg.edu, h-index = 11, MSc and Ph.D. in Computer Engineering from the 
Autonomous University of Barcelona (UAB), Barcelona, in 1989 and 1993, MBA in 2002.  He 
was visiting professor at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute (RPI) in 2008-2010 and to the Labo-

ratoire d’Architecture et Analyse des Systèmes (LAAS-CNRS) 1991-1993  and 1997-1998. 
His research interests focus on intelligent agents, understanding the agency property of intro-
spection or self-awareness, as well as understanding its impact in the emergent behavior of 
billions of agents by means of computational ecologies models. He is inventor, with Boleslaw 

Szymanski, of the citation auctions as a method for rationalizing the peer-review usage as a 
prevailing method for selection in scientific publications, inventing new types of currencies 
backed by knowledge. He has participated in several successful EU projects like ONE, Open 
Negotiation Environments FP6-2005-IST-5, grant agreement num. 34744 (2006-2009); 

Mecosind-Industrial Ecology, ref. XMR/LLG C-C-105 (2004-2006), Interreg IIIC; Agentcities 
ACNET.02.050, On the Integration of Restaurant Services (2002-2003).

Grassroots Innovations: Complementary Currencies                                                                                                                                                   5 / 15
 www.grassrootsinnovations.org

mailto:peplluis@eia.udg.edu
mailto:peplluis@eia.udg.edu
http://www.grassrootsinnovations.org
http://www.grassrootsinnovations.org


Rob van Hilten 
Rob (1969) is the initiator and Managing Director of Qoin and responsible for the Qoin Neth-
erlands. He is a born business man and has started several companies since he was sixteen 
years old. Sustainability has become an essential theme throughout his career. In the last 
decades Rob switched between working for and with companies, social organisations and 

governmental institutions and he has specialised in innovation management, developing stra-
tegic plans, shaping organisations and arranging the execution. He is charismatic, creative, 
takes initiative and with his joyous spirit manages to motivate people. Rob tends to evoke 
trust and thanks to his natural authority he can focus on goals without forgetting the process. 

Besides Qoin, Rob is a Partner in an advisory agency named Kampers van Hilten. Residing in 
Amsterdam, he is married and father of three children.

Miguel Yasuyuki Hirota
I was studying Spanish language and French literature as an undergraduate student in May 
1999 when I watched a TV documentary in Japan on complementary currencies “Ende’s 
Money-Go-Around”.  Since then I’ve started to do my own survey on different initiatives of 
complementary currencies in the world and was intrigued by the fact that in Argentina 

hundreds of thousands of people already made ends meet at barter clubs.  Eventually I went 
to Argentina twice in 2001 to do a research on barter clubs in Argentina and wrote a 
master-degree paper.  In 2004 I attended two conferences (in June at Bart College, NY, 
United States and in July at Bad Honnef, Germany) and tried to show such expertise to 

Japan but was later disappointed to see people’s unwillingness to learn anything at all from 
abroad.  In the same year I opened my website titled “Online Laboratory on Complementary 
Currencies JAPAN” (www.olccjp.net ) which was originally a wiki website exclusively in 
Japanese, but in 2008  I renewed it to put an introductory powerpoint presentation in different 

languages after noticing that basic information on complementary currency is still lacking, 
especially for those who don’t speak English as first language.  I have published three books 
in Japanese (two on complementary currencies and one on Silvio Gesell), have given 
presentations in Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador, France, Japan, South Korea, Malaysia, 

Mexico, New Zealand, the Philippines, Portugal, Spain, Taiwan, Thailand and United States, 
on top of writing an article for the French academic magazine “Exclusion et Liens Financiers” 
(Economica, Paris, 2006) and another article for the book “Solidarity Economy I: Building 
Alternatives for People and Planet” (Center for Popular Economics, Amherst (Massachusetts), 

Grassroots Innovations: Complementary Currencies                                                                                                                                                   6 / 15
 www.grassrootsinnovations.org

http://www.olccjp.net
http://www.olccjp.net
http://www.grassrootsinnovations.org
http://www.grassrootsinnovations.org


2010).  I’m good at English, Spanish, Portuguese and French, on top of understanding some 

German and a bit of Korean, on top of my mother tongue (Japanese).  My website: 
www.olccjp.net, my e-mail: mig@olccjp.net, my skype: migjp2003, my blog (although I don’t 
update often): http://mig76en.wordpress.com. 

Hélène Joachain
I have a background in economics and environment and my prior professional experience in-
cludes working in the private sector (amongst others for Triodos Bank).  My taste for aca-
demic research has brought me back to my Alma Mater in 2008 and, since then, I am work-
ing as a researcher for the Centre for Economic and Social Studies on the Environment at 

Brussels University. My research deals with the study of positive instruments as a means to 
promote behavioural changes towards more sustainable lifestyles. More specifically, I am fo-
cusing on the potential of complementary currency systems regarding environmental issues 
such as energy conservation and climate change mitigation. I am currently coordinating a 

project named INESPO (short description above and for more details see www.inespo.be) 
and working on my PhD. 

Edgar Kampers 
Edgar (1965) is the second initiator of Qoin. His main responsibilities are related to specific 
knowlegde and developments in the field of CSR and sustainability. Edgar is an inspiror who 
is capable of putting theoreticalities into practice. After finishing University, Politics being his 
major course, he specialised in CSR, sustainability and consumers behavioural change. Ed-

gar is a Partner in the advisory agency Kampers van Hilten as well, through which he realises 
plans, consortia and finance of projects related to CSR. Edgar worked as advisor in advisory 
and project agency Barataria (in collaboration with Rob van Hilten) and helped businesses, 
governments and NGO's with formulating and financing strategic agendas, programmes and 

business planning. He has worked as team manager Climate and Economics at the founda-
tion for Nature and Environments and was Director of the project NU Saving Card. Edgar, his 
wife and daughter reside in the South of Norway. 
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Noel Longhurst
Noel Longhurst is a Senior Research Associate at the University of East Anglia. His main work 
is on the Grassroots Innovations: Complementary Currencies project funded by the Lever-
hulme Trust. His recently completed PhD thesis explored the significance of grassroots post-
capitalist institutions around the Totnes area of the UK, as well as researching the develop-

ment of the area as a site of countercultural activity.  Before returning to academia Noel 
worked as a social economy practitioner and regeneration consultant and has a Masters in 
European Political Economy. 

Ruth Pearson
Ruth Pearson is Professor of International Development at the University of Leeds   She has a 
long activist as well as academic interest in the social economy in both the UK and Latin 

America and has been behind the development of Grameen Bank adaptations   for low in-
come women in the UK as well as development of local complementary currency  experi-
ments  inspired by Argentina’s Global Barter network .

John Rogers 
John founded and coordinated South Powys Local Exchange Trading System, which was 
featured on BBC Wales Today in 2003 after 10 years of successful trading.

He has pioneered the use of community currencies to support community development. 

From 2003  to 2007 he co-directed the Wales Institute for Community Currencies at the Uni-
versity of Newport where he coordinated research into the effects of time banking in ex-
mining communities, which was published by the Joseph Rowntree Foundation in 'Hidden 
Work'.

He has spoken and led workshops at many international conferences in UK universities, Lon-
don School of Economics, Berkeley California, Seattle USA, Ireland, Luxembourg, Germany, 
Austria and Sri Lanka.

John has worked as consultant and trainer with local authorities, community development 

agencies, housing associations, health and education services.
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Josh Ryan-Collins
Josh Ryan-Collins is a Researcher at nef (the new economics foundation), a leading UK think 
tank campaigning for ecological sustainability, social justice and well-being.  nef has for many 
years promoted complementary currencies and helped introduce LETS and Timebanking in 

the UK.  nef’s local community tools – such as ‘Plugging the leaks’ - have been adopted by 
NGOs across the world as ways of supporting local enterprise and alternatives to orthodox 
‘trickle down’ regeneration policies.

Josh has been at nef for four years and since 2007 has been focusing on developing a pro-
gram of work on monetary reform, incorporating complementary currencies, sustainable fi-
nance and alternative approaches to credit creation.  He recently co-authored The New 
Wealth of Time, a major review of timebanking in the UK and United States. 

Josh is also a Founder and Director of the Brixton Pound (B£) Community Interest Company, 
the UK’s first urban local currency based in inner-city south London.  The currency supports 
local independent businesses, builds community networks and encourage more sustainable 

production and consumption. The B£ is currently accepted by 180 independent businesses 
with B£30,000 in circulation.

Josh is trained in Sociology and is also studying part-time for a PhD examining the potential 

for complementary currencies to enhance the resilience of local economies at the School of 
Environmental Science at the University of East Anglia.   He has previous experience working 
in strategic communications for the UK government and in the private sector and for an eco-
nomic development consultancy.  

Josh’s work has featured on national television, radio and newspapers.  He regularly speaks 
at national and international academic, policy and NGO conferences and writes for the nef 

‘triple crunch’ blog.

Rolf Schilling 
Rolf Schilling, Master-Degree in Geography, working for a longer term as Traffic planner in 

German and English speaking countries, has focussed his proficiency on complementary cur-
rencies since 2003, at first in the Allgäu region (South Germany), later on in Vorarlberg (Aus-
tria). There, he is Co-ordinator within the Talent-Cooperation of the EU-Regional Project 
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"Community, Provision, Local supply". Furthermore he is also in the managing committee of 

the German speaking countries' associations of of "Complementary currencies' clearing 
(ZART)" and "Regional Currencies Association (Regiogeld)".

Ludwig Schuster 
Ludwig Schuster is a freelance project manager and consultant for sustainability and a mem-
ber o f the sc ien t i fic commi t tee o f the German Reg ioge ld Assoc ia t ion 
(http://www.regiogeld.de). He works as a scientific researcher for the Money Network Alliance 

(MonNetA). 

He studied architecture and urban planning at the Bauhaus University in Weimar, Germany 
and is now living in Berlin. As a founding member and co-director of the regional develop-

ment agency REGIOprojekt he was occupied with the phenomenon of “shrinking cities” and 
organized the first internat ional conference on “monetary regional izat ion” 
(http://www.monetary-regionalisation.de) 

He currently works as a consultant and researcher with a focus on monetary tools for sus-
tainable development. His scientific research as a “currency architect” concentrates on the 
variety of complementary currency designs, ranging from currency applications for renewable 
energies and participatory budgeting to incentive schemes for sustainable consumption and 

the prevention of climate change. 

Promoting his new approach of monetary pluralism for sustainability, Ludwig Schuster is col-
laborating intensely with a number of complementary currency initiatives in Germany and 

across Europe.
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Gill Seyfang
RCUK	  Academic	  Fellow,	  School	  of	  Environmental	  Sciences,	  UEA
I am an interdisciplinary environmental social scientist, and currently hold an RCUK Academic 

Fellowship in low-carbon lifestyles. My research focuses on sustainable consumption, linking 
sustainability policy agendas with ‘new economics’ theories and cutting-edge community-
based practice. I am particularly interested in grassroots innovations for sustainable con-
sumption. These are community-led initiatives which challenge mainstream materialist culture 

and seek to create new institutions of environmental governance and wealth creation, en-
compassing both social and technological innovation. I examine alternatives to mainstream 
systems of provision, seeking to evaluate and demonstrate their contribution to a challenging 
'new economics' vision of sustainable consumption and wider 'low-carbon lifestyles'. This 

has included empirical studies of grassroots sustainability initiatives such as complementary 
currencies (Local Exchange Trading Schemes, Time Banks, and carbon currencies), micro-
credit, local organic food systems, low-impact eco-housing (strawbale building and Earth-
ships), and Transition Towns. My current research includes a project on Grassroots Innova-

tions and Complementary Currencies, and another on Community Innovation for Sustainable 
Energy (with colleagues at SPRU, Sussex), and I have recently published 'The New Econom-
ics of Sustainable Consumption' (Palgrave MacMillan, 2009).

Martin Simon 
Martin Simon has worked in the public, private and voluntary sectors and is a passionate ad-
vocate for participation, mutuality and social justice. He introduced timebanking to the UK, 
was the founder of Fair Shares and is now Chief Executive of Timebanking UK.  He is recog-
nised internationally as a pioneer of ‘co-production’ and the active engagement of ‘service 

users’, their families and the wider community. He is the author of ‘Your Money or Your Life: 
time for both’, ‘On Becoming a Time Broker’, ‘A Bridge to Tomorrow’ and ‘Bowling To-
gether’. His report for the NHS, ‘A Fair Share of Health Care’, is the definitive examination of 
the relationship between timebanking and health.  He is also a skilled ‘Community Organiser’ 

and has worked on community empowerment projects in the United States, India and Africa.
He is a popular speaker and workshop facilitator, has three children and lives in Gloucester-
shire. 
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Matthew Slater 
My aim is to be the designer of the software that runs the mutual credit economy. My work 
therefore finds me not only designing software, but coding it, helping people use it, consulting 
about software and CC in general, strategising, building up a public persona, networking, ex-
plaining the economy, and promoting CC and good practice within it.

I have been involved with CC for six years and programming for 12. Having also worked in a 
humanitarian NGO in Geneva I have some experience of organisations and bringing about 
change the 'official' way. My understanding of world events is that a major collapse is under-
way, and it is up to those who can see to prepare the lifeboats. I do not reside anywhere, I 

visit places. With my programming skills I am able to live by doing very little paid work, and I 
give almost all my energy to what I value. However I am permanently insecure, and lost about 
3  months this year when a client let me down, and I had to fly back to UK and find a job. 
Most of the money I earn is spent on transport, but this does mean I have many excellent re-

lationships. I do not reside anywhere I only visit!

Adrian Smith 
I am a researcher at SPRU (Science & Technology Policy Research) at the University of Sus-
sex, where I specialise in investigating the politics of innovations for sustainable development. 
I am particularly interested in radical grassroots innovations emanating in civil society settings, 
and which seek broader transformations in mainstream social and technological systems. 

This interest has included studies of the alternative technology movement, organic food, and 
eco-housing. With Gill Seyfang, I have a new project looking at Community Innovation in Sus-
tainable Energy in the UK, and which uses similar ideas to Noel and her Grassroots Innova-
tions in Complementary Currencies project.

Szuzsanna Szalay
Ms. Szalay is an assistant professor at the Corvinus University of Budapest, Department of 
Business Economics, teaching Business Economics and Business Studies courses. She 

graduated from the Karl Marx University of Economic Sciences in Budapest, having also 
studied at the University of Pécs and at the University Erlangen in Nuremberg, Germany. Her 
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main research fields are: Corporate Social Responsibility, Community Currency, Business of 

Local Government and Alternative Economy.

She is active participant and advisor in the Hungarian Kékfrank local currency initiative in the 
city of Sopron, member of the LETS-circle “Talentum Group” in Budapest. She has been or-
ganizing and participating in various discussions for several years related to Community Cur-

rency. 

Colin Tingle 
Dr. Colin C.D. Tingle FRES

Environmental Impact Ecologist
eMail: tc09@gn.apc.org

Colin has over 20 years experience in sustainability issues and environmental impact ecology 

related to development projects and programmes. From a background in biological control of 
insect pests, Colin has worked on biodiversity assessment (specialising in invertebrates), eco-
toxicology, ecosystem services, ecological footprint analysis and has had some involvement 
in ecological restoration and EIA. Increasingly, his work has moved from applied research to 

policy advice with an emphasis on mainstreaming the environment into decision-making. He 
also has a strong interest in the human, social and economic aspects of sustainable devel-
opment. He has been a project manager and team leader; been involved in stakeholder con-
sultation for development of policy guidelines on DDT use for tsetse fly control in Zimbabwe; 

provided policy advice to the Malagasy government, DFID and FAO on the environmental im-
pact of locust control and worked on capacity building in ecotoxicology and ecological moni-
toring in a variety of countries. He has more recently been involved in policy advice on eco-
logical and carbon footprinting at local government and regional government level in the UK. 

Colin also has teaching and training skills and experience. A native English speaker, with 
french to advanced level.

Country experience: Zimbabwe, Madagascar, Tanzania, Ethiopia, Senegal, Benin, Switzer-
land, Belgium and UK. 

Outside of the professional arena, he initiated the establishment of Ashford Community Farm 
Action Group in 1985/6 (Ashford Community Farm was established in 1989); was a part-time 
smallholder during 1991-1999; was a Parish Councillor in Newnham, Kent, during the late 
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90s; is a keen permaculture gardener; has a permaculture design certificate (PDC) ……. And 

sometimes makes and sells pottery (when time allows!).

Full cv available at: www.thenrgroup.net

John Waters 

Chair, Robert Owen Credit Union (ROMCUL)
Director, Robert Owen Community Banking Fund (ROCBF)

After studying Electronic Engineering at UCNW Bangor and Systems Engineering at the 
University of Surrey, spent a few years working on R&D for secure communication systems 
and data logging systems (both hardware and software). The frustration of working in a 
commercial environment led down a meandering exploratory path encompassing occasional 

consultancy work, co-operative development, writing, independent research, illustration, 
dreaming and scheming.

A director of the Robert Owen Credit Union since 2001, later involved in the establishment of 
the Robert Owen Community Banking Fund (a CDFI) and the revival of Rebuilding Society 

Network (an IPS) within the Robert Owen Community Banking Partnership. 

For the past few years conceiving, designing and implementing software systems for 
integrating credit union and a diversity of CC applications. 

Currently developing ROCT (Robert Owen Community Time) when time permits. 

Peripherally active in SCiO (Systems & Cybernetics in Organisations), a community of 
management cybernetic practitioners. 

Current software projects include OPALS (a system for utilising local knowledge and 
experience in CU credit control processes and service triage functions) and CUSH (Credit 

Union Secure Hub) - an OpenBSD based secure server environment. Also designed  the user 
object model for CUPRIUM incipient FOSS software for CUs and other local economic tools 
built on agile programming principles. 

“Back burner” projects include a Vialble Systems Modelling tool (PHP based) and an 

abstraction layer for algedonic alerting systems. 
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Webmaster and ICT developer for NACUW (the National Association of Credit Union 

Workers), ROMCUL, ROCBF, ROCT (Robert Owen Community Time). Co-maintainer of the 
VAlue for People website. 

Current also operating member services for NACUW.
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